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Republic of the Philippines
Congress of the Philippines
Metro Manila

Ninth Congress

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 7610
June 17, 1992

AN ACT PROVIDING FOR STRONGER DETERRENCE AND SPECIAL PROTECTION AGAINST CHILD ABUSE, EXPLOITATION AND DISCRIMINATION, AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES

Beit enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the Philippines in Congress assembled:

ARTICLE |
Title, Policy, Principles and Definitions of Terms

Section 1. Title. — This Act shall be known as th&pecial Protection of Children Against Abuse, Exjtition and Discrimination Act'

Sec. 2. Declaration of State Policy and Principles- It is hereby declared to be the policy of the Statprovide special protection to children from fadins of abuse, neglect, cruelty exploitation
discrimination and other conditions, prejudiciaithdevelopment; provide sanctions for their consiois and carry out a program for prevention anémlence of and crisis intervention in situation
child abuse, exploitation and discrimination. That8 shall intervene on behalf of the child whems plarent, guardian, teacher or person having cacestody of the child fails or is unable to prdtée
child against abuse, exploitation and discriminatio when such acts against the child are commiitjetthe said parent, guardian, teacher or persvim@p@are and custody of the same.

It shall be the policy of the State to protect aedabilitate children gravely threatened or endeejy circumstances which affect or will affecéithsurvival and normal development and over w
they have no control.

The best interests of children shall be the pararheonsideration in all actions concerning themethler undertaken by public or private social welfarstitutions, courts of law, administrat
authorities, and legislative bodies, consistenhwiite principle of First Call for Children as eniated in the United Nations Convention of the Régbf the Child. Every effort shall be exerte
promote the welfare of children and enhance theootunities for a useful and happy life.

Section 3. Definition of Terms —
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(a) "Children" refers to person below eighteen (§83rs of age or those over but are unable to talke care of themselves or protect themselves fibose, neglect, cruelty,
exploitation or discrimination because of a phylsezanental disability or condition;

(b) "Child abuse" refers to the maltreatment, whethabitual or not, of the child which includes afyhe following:
(1) Psychological and physical abuse, neglect Igrugexual abuse and emotional maltreatment;
(2) Any act by deeds or words which debases, degraddemeans the intrinsic worth and dignity ohéd as a human being;
(3) Unreasonable deprivation of his basic needstiovival, such as food and shelter; or

(4) Failure to immediately give medical treatmeatan injured child resulting in serious impairmerthis growth and development or in his permanent
incapacity or death.

(c) "Circumstances which gravely threaten or endatige survival and normal development of childreelude, but are not limited to, the following;
(1) Being in a community where there is armed donflr being affected by armed conflict-relatedties;
(2) Working under conditions hazardous to life etgfand normal which unduly interfere with theirmal development;

(3) Living in or fending for themselves in the e of urban or rural areas without the care oépiaror a guardian or basic services needed fopd guality
of life;

(4) Being a member of a indigenous cultural comrtyuand/or living under conditions of extreme poyest in an area which is underdeveloped and/ordack
has inadequate access to basic services needadjémd quality of life;

(5) Being a victim of a man-made or natural disastecalamity; or
(6) Circumstances analogous to those abovestataghwhdanger the life, safety or normal developnaémhildren.
(d) "Comprehensive program against child abuseloéation and discrimination” refers to the cooratied program of services and facilities to protécteildren against:
(1) Child Prostitution and other sexual abuse;
(2) Child trafficking;
(3) Obscene publications and indecent shows;
(4) Other acts of abuses; and
(5) Circumstances which threaten or endanger théval and normal development of children.

ARTICLE I
Program on Child Abuse, Exploitation and Discrimination

Sec. 4. Formulation of the Program — There shall be a comprehensive program to be fated) by the Department of Justice and the DepattwfeSocial Welfare and Development in coordina
with other government agencies and private seaocerned, within one (1) year from the effectivitiythis Act, to protect children against child piigion and other sexual abuse; child traffick
obscene publications and indecent shows; otherodetsuse; and circumstances which endanger childval and normal development.

ARTICLE I
Child Prostitution and Other Sexual Abuse

Sec. 5. Child Prostitution and Other Sexual Abuse- Children, whether male or female, who for moneyfipror any other consideration or due to the cwer or influence of any adult, syndicate
group, indulge in sexual intercourse or lascivioorduct, are deemed to be children exploited isgiitdion and other sexual abuse.

The penalty of reclusion temporal in its mediumigeto reclusion perpetua shall be imposed uporidhewing:
(a) Those who engage in or promote, facilitatendute child prostitution which include, but are figiited to, the following:
(1) Acting as a procurer of a child prostitute;
(2) Inducing a person to be a client of a childstitate by means of written or oral advertisemenmtether similar means;
(3) Taking advantage of influence or relationsliptocure a child as prostitute;
(4) Threatening or using violence towards a chiléngage him as a prostitute; or
(5) Giving monetary consideration goods or otherymgary benefit to a child with intent to engagelsehild in prostitution.

(b) Those who commit the act of sexual intercowfkscivious conduct with a child exploited in ptibution or subject to other sexual abuse; Pravidéhat when the victims is
under twelve (12) years of age, the perpetratoa#l ble prosecuted under Article 335, paragraptoBrdpe and Article 336 of Act No. 3815, as amendiee Revised Penal Code,
for rape or lascivious conduct, as the case mayhezided, That the penalty for lascivious conduben the victim is under twelve (12) years of algallsbe reclusion temporal in
its medium period; and

(c) Those who derive profit or advantage thereframether as manager or owner of the establishmbetavthe prostitution takes place, or of the sadiszo, bar, resort, place of
entertainment or establishment serving as a cavethich engages in prostitution in addition to #wtivity for which the license has been issuedkid gstablishment.

Sec. 6. Attempt To Commit Child Prostitution- There is an attempt to commit child prostitutiordenSec. 5, paragraph (a) hereof when any persan mdt being a relative of a child, is found al
with the said child inside the room or cubicle ohause, an inn, hotel, motel, pension house, dfie other similar establishments, vessel, vehimt any other hidden or secluded area L
circumstances which would lead a reasonable petsbalieve that the child is about to be exploiteg@rostitution and other sexual abuse.

There is also an attempt to commit child prostimtiunder paragraph (b) of Sec. 5 hereof when anyom is receiving services from a child in a sapador or bath, massage clinic, health club
other similar establishments. A penalty lower by t{®) degrees than that prescribed for the consuethfalony under Sec. 5 hereof shall be imposed upe principals of the attempt to commit
crime of child prostitution under this Act, or,tine proper case, under the Revised Penal |
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ARTICLE IV
Child Trafficking

Sec. 7. Child Trafficking. — Any person who shall engage in trading and dealiity children including, but not limited to, thetaof buying and selling of a child for money, or fany othe
consideration, or barter, shall suffer the penaftyeclusion temporal to reclusion perpetua. Theaftg shall be imposed in its maximum period whem tictim is under twelve (12) years of age.

Sec. 8. Attempt to Commit Child Trafficking— There is an attempt to commit child traffickimgder Sec. 7 of this Act:

(a) When a child travels alone to a foreign coumtithout valid reason therefor and without cleamissued by the Department of Social Welfare anceld@ment or written permit
or justification from the child's parents or legalardian;

(c) When a person, agency, establishment or clitthg institution recruits women or couples to befsitdren for the purpose of child trafficking; or
(d) When a doctor, hospital or clinic official amployee, nurse, midwife, local civil registrar aryaother person simulates birth for the purposehiifi trafficking; or

(e) When a person engages in the act of findintdam among low-income families, hospitals, clinicsirseries, day-care centers, or other child-duiirstitutions who can be
offered for the purpose of child trafficking.

A penalty lower two (2) degrees than that prescfitoe the consummated felony under Sec. 7 hereaif b imposed upon the principals of the atteraptammit child trafficking under this Act.

ARTICLEV
Obscene Publications and Indecent Shows

Section 9. Obscene Publications and Indecent ShawsAny person who shall hire, employ, use, persuattijde or coerce a child to perform in obscene étibits and indecent shows, whether livi
in video, or model in obscene publications or pgrnaphic materials or to sell or distribute the sa@terials shall suffer the penalty of prision maiyoits medium period.

If the child used as a performer, subject or sélistributor is below twelve (12) years of age, gemalty shall be imposed in its maximum period.

Any ascendant, guardian, or person entrusted incapgcity with the care of a child who shall caasd/or allow such child to be employed or to paptte in an obscene play, scene, act, mov
show or in any other acts covered by this secti@ll suffer the penalty of prision mayor in its med period.

ARTICLE VI
Other Actsof Abuse

Sec. 10. Other Acts of Neglect, Abuse, Cruelty or Exploitati and Other Conditions Prejudicial to the ChildBevelopment—

(a) Any person who shall commit any other actstofdcabuse, cruelty or exploitation or to be resgible for other conditions prejudicial to the ctsldievelopment including those
covered by Article 59 of Presidential Decree No3,68s amended, but not covered by the Revised Rau#, as amended, shall suffer the penalty ofgorimayor in its minimum
period.

(b) Any person who shall keep or have in his conypaminor, twelve (12) years or under or who in &) years or more his junior in any public onvpite place, hotel, motel, beer
joint, discotheque, cabaret, pension house, saunemesage parlor, beach and/or other tourist resaimilar places shall suffer the penalty of jatismayor in its maximum period
and a fine of not less than Fifty thousand pes&®,#00): Provided, That this provision shall noplgpto any person who is related within the fouttgree of consanguinity or
affinity or any bond recognized by law, local custand tradition or acts in the performance of aapmoral or legal duty.

(c) Any person who shall induce, deliver or offemanor to any one prohibited by this Act to keefhaxe in his company a minor as provided in theguling paragraph shall suffer
the penalty of prision mayor in its medium periataa fine of not less than Forty thousand peso$,(®); Provided, however, That should the perpmtrae an ascendant,
stepparent or guardian of the minor, the penaltyetamposed shall be prision mayor in its maximuweniqu, a fine of not less than Fifty thousand peg#&0,000), and the loss of
parental authority over the minor.

(d) Any person, owner, manager or one entrustet thi¢ operation of any public or private place eé@nmodation, whether for occupancy, food, drinlotirerwise, including
residential places, who allows any person to td&egawith him to such place or places any minoefredescribed shall be imposed a penalty of prisi@yor in its medium period
and a fine of not less than Fifty thousand pes&8,00), and the loss of the license to operatk ayglace or establishment.

(e) Any person who shall use, coerce, force omittate a street child or any other child to;
(1) Beg or use begging as a means of living;
(2) Act as conduit or middlemen in drug trafficking pushing; or
(3) Conduct any illegal activities, shall suffeethenalty of prision correccional in its mediumipérto reclusion perpetua.

For purposes of this Act, the penalty for the cossitin of acts punishable under Articles 248, 242, paragraph 2, and 263, paragraph 1 of Act Nd538s amended, the Revised Penal Code, f
crimes of murder, homicide, other intentional maitdn, and serious physical injuries, respectivehall be reclusion perpetua when the victim iseurtdelve (12) years of age. The penalty for
commission of acts punishable under Article 338,3810 and 341 of Act No. 3815, as amended, theésRd\Penal Code, for the crimes of qualified seductcts of lasciviousness with the conse
the offended party, corruption of minors, and wisieve trade, respectively, shall be one (1) debigieer than that imposed by law when the victimnsler twelve (12) years age.

The victim of the acts committed under this sectball be entrusted to the care of the Departme8boial Welfare and Development.

ARTICLE VII
Sanctions for Establishmentsor Enterprises

Sec. 11. Sanctions of Establishments or Enterprises whichdrote, Facilitate, or Conduct Activities Constitnj Child Prostitution and Other Sexual Abuse, Child@irafficking, Obscen
Publications and Indecent Shows, and Other Acts Alhuse. — All establishments and enterprises which promotdaoiiitate child prostitution and other sexual abuchild trafficking, obscel
publications and indecent shows, and other actabofe shall be immediately closed and their authani license to operate cancelled, without prejadio the owner or manager thereof b
prosecuted under this Act and/or the Revised P@ode, as amended, or special laws. A sign withwitiels "off limits” shall be conspicuously displayedtside the establishments or enterprises k
Department of Social Welfare and Development fahsperiod which shall not be less than one (1) yasthe Department may determine. The unauthorem@dval of such sign shall be punishabl
prision correccional.

An establishment shall be deemed to promote ofitiei child prostitution and other sexual abudgldctrafficking, obscene publications and indecshbws, and other acts of abuse if the
constituting the same occur in the premises of eafdblishment under this Act or in violation o& tRevised Penal Code, as amended. An enterpribeasia sauna, travel agency, or recruitment ag
which: promotes the aforementioned acts as paattofir for foreign tourists; exhibits children ieavd or indecent show; provides child masseursaéhiits of the same or opposite sex and said &
include any lascivious conduct with the customerssolicits children or activities constituting taorementioned acts shall be deemed to have cdethifie acts penalized herein.

ARTICLE VIII
Working Children

Sec. 12. Employment of Childrel. — Children below fifteen (15) years of age may be leyed excep
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(1) When a child works directly under the sole mrspbility of his parents or legal guardian and rehenly members of the employer's family are emgtbyProvided, however,
That his employment neither endangers his lifegtyadind health and morals, nor impairs his norneaetbpment: Provided, further, That the parentegal guardian shall provide
the said minor child with the prescribed primarygl&an secondary education; or

(2) When a child's employment or participation irbfic & entertainment or information through cinentizeater, radio or television is essential: PredidThe employment contract
concluded by the child's parent or guardian, wih ¢xpress agreement of the child concerned, Biples and the approval of the Department of Ladyat Employment: Provided,
That the following requirements in all instances sirictly complied with:

(a) The employer shall ensure the protection, heatfety and morals of the child;

(b) the employer shall institute measures to prevke child's exploitation or discrimination takirigto account the system and level of remunerating the duration and
arrangement of working time; and;

(c) The employer shall formulate and implement jsetto the approval and supervision of competetharities, a continuing program for training akdlsacquisition of the child.

In the above exceptional cases where any such otfdlibe employed, the employer shall first secbedore engaging such child, a work permit from Erepartment of Labor and Employment wk
shall ensure observance of the above requirement.

The Department of Labor Employment shall promulgates and regulations necessary for the effeétijgementation of this Sec. .

Sec. 13. Non-formal Education for Working Children— The Department of Education, Culture and Speitdl promulgate a course design under its foomal education program aimed at promo
the intellectual, moral and vocational efficiendyveorking children who have not undergone or firidhelementary or secondary education. Such cowesigrd shall integrate the learning prot
deemed most effective under given circumstances.

Sec. 14. Prohibition on the Employment of Children in CertaiAdvertisements—No person shall employ child models in all commalcor advertisements promoting alcoholic beveragésxicating
drinks, tobacco and its byproducts and violence.

Sec. 15. Duty of Employer — Every employer shall comply with the duties pded for in Articles 108 and 109 of Presidentialcee No. 603.

Sec. 16. Penalties — Any person who shall violate any provision of tigicle shall suffer the penalty of a fine of nesk than One thousand pesos (P1,000) but not maneTten thousand pe:
(P10,000) or imprisonment of not less than thrgen(8nths but not more than three (3) years, or bothe discretion of the court; Provided, Thatcase of repeated violations of the provisionshé
Article, the offender's license to operate shaltdeked.

ARTICLE IX
Children of Indigenous Cultural Communities

Sec. 17. Survival, Protection and Development In addition to the rights guaranteed to childredemthis Act and other existing laws, children mdigenous cultural communities shall be entitle
protection, survival and development consistenh it customs and traditions of their respectivarmainities.

Sec. 18. System of and Access to Education The Department of Education, Culture and Sportdl slevelop and institute an alternative system ddi@tion for children of indigenous cultu
communities which culture-specific and relevanthte needs of and the existing situation in themownities. The Department of Education, Culture 8pdrts shall also accredit and support non-
formal but functional indigenous educational pragsaconducted by non-government organizations ith g@nmunities.

Sec. 19. Health and Nutrition. — The delivery of basic social services in health aattition to children of indigenous cultural comnities shall be given priority by all governmentagies concerne
Hospitals and other health institution shall enstha children of indigenous cultural communitiee given equal attention. In the provision of hiealhd nutrition services to children of indigen
cultural communities, indigenous health practideslisbe respected and recognized.

Sec. 20. Discrimination. — Children of indigenous cultural communities $hat be subjected to any and all forms of discniation.

Any person who discriminate against children ofigethous cultural communities shall suffer a penaftarresto mayor in its maximum period and a fifienot less than Five thousand pesos (P5
more than Ten thousand pesos (P10,000).

Sec. 21. Participation. — Indigenous cultural communities, through theilyedesignated or appointed representatives skaithtolved in planning, decisiomaking implementation, and evaluation o
government programs affecting children of indigemoultural communities. Indigenous institution $laddo be recognized and respected.

ARTICLE X
Children in Situations of Armed Conflict

Sec. 22. Children as Zones of Peace- Children are hereby declared as Zones of Peashalt be the responsibility of the State and dfleotsectors concerned to resolve armed conflictyder tc
promote the goal of children as zones of peacetfin this objective, the following policies shibé observed.

(a) Children shall not be the object of attack ahdll be entitled to special respect. They shalphiected from any form of threat, assault, t@tar other cruel, inhumane or
degrading treatment;

(b) Children shall not be recruited to become membéthe Armed Forces of the Philippines of itgl@n units or other armed groups, nor be allowe@thke part in the fighting, or
used as guides, couriers, or spies;

(c) Delivery of basic social services such as etiomaprimary health and emergency relief servisiesll be kept unhampered;

(d) The safety and protection of those who proweevices including those involved in fact-findingssions from both government and non-governmetitiions shall be ensured.
They shall not be subjected to undue harassmeheiperformance of their work;

(e) Public infrastructure such as schools, hosp#ald rural health units shall not be utilizedrfalitary purposes such as command posts, barraeitachments, and supply depots;
and

(f) All appropriate steps shall be taken to faatkt the reunion of families temporarily separatee th armed conflict.

Sec. 23. Evacuation of Children During Armed Conflict— Children shall be given priority during evacuatasa result of armed conflict. Existing communitganizations shall be tapped to look &
the safety and well-being of children during evaimraoperations. Measures shall be taken to erthatechildren evacuated are accompanied by persspsnsible for their safety and well-being.

Sec. 24. Family Life and Temporary Shelter— Whenever possible, members of the same family sfehoused in the same premises and given seperatenmodation from other evacuees
provided with facilities to lead a normal familydi In places of temporary shelter, expectant amding mothers and children shall be given additidood in proportion to their physiological ne¢
Whenever feasible, children shall be given oppadtiemfor physical exercise, sports and outdoor ggm

Section 25. Rights of Children Arrested for Reasons RelatedAomed Conflict — Any child who has been arrested for reasons retmtetmed conflict, either as combatant, courieidg or spy i
entitled to the following rights;

(a) Separate detention from adults except wherdiésmare accommodated as family ur
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(b) Immediate free legal assistance;
(c) Immediate notice of such arrest to the parenguardians of the child; and

(d) Release of the child on recognizance withinntwefour (24) hours to the custody of the Departtn@hSocial Welfare and Development or any respguasimember of the
community as determined by the court.

If after hearing the evidence in the proper progggsithe court should find that the aforesaid chidhmitted the acts charged against him, the chall determine the imposable penalty, including
civil liability chargeable against him. Howeverstead of pronouncing judgment of conviction, thereshall suspend all further proceedings and statimit such child to the custody or care of
Department of Social Welfare and Development oang training institution operated by the Governmentdulylicensed agencies or any other responsible petsttit,he has had reached eight
(18) years of age or, for a shorter period as thatcmay deem proper, after considering the repamts recommendations of the Department of Socidfateand Development or the agenc'
responsible individual under whose care he has beemitted.

The aforesaid child shall subject to visitation agervision by a representative of the DepartroéSiocial Welfare and Development or any dlidensed agency or such other officer as the amay
designate subject to such conditions as it maycpites

The aforesaid child whose sentence is suspendedpgaeal from the order of the court in the samermaraas appeals in criminal cases.

Sec. 26. Monitoring and Reporting of Children in Situation®f Armed Conflict — The chairman of the barangay affected by the arowedlict shall submit the names of children residin saic
barangay to the municipal social welfare and dgwalent officer within twenty-four (24) hours frometloccurrence of the armed conflict.

ARTICLE X1
Remedial Procedures

Sec. 27. Who May File a Complaint— Complaints on cases of unlawful acts committgairest the children as enumerated herein may &e iy the following:
(a) Offended party;
(b) Parents or guardians;
(c) Ascendant or collateral relative within therthdegree of consanguinity;
(d) Officer, social worker or representative ofcehsed child-caring institution;
(e) Officer or social worker of the Department @icé&l Welfare and Development;
(f) Barangay chairman; or
(9) At least three (3) concerned responsible giizehere the violation occurred.

Sec. 28. Protective Custody of the Child- The offended party shall be immediately placed urtle protective custody of the Department of Sodielfare and Development pursuant to Exect
Order No. 56, series of 1986. In the regular penfamce of this function, the officer of the Departthef Social Welfare and Development shall be freen any administrative, civil or criminal liabijit
Custody proceedings shall be in accordance wittptbeisions of Presidential Decree No. 603.

Sec. 29. Confidentiality. — At the instance of the offended party, his nanay be withheld from the public until the court args jurisdiction over the case.

It shall be unlawful for any editor, publisher, argborter or columnist in case of printed materiatsnouncer or producer in case of television adlibrbroadcasting, producer and director of tha fil
case of the movie industry, to cause undue andagensalized publicity of any case of violation ofg Act which results in the moral degradation anffering of the offended party.

Sec. 30. Special Court Proceedings- Cases involving violations of this Act shall beard in the chambers of the judge of the Regi®rial Court duly designated as Juvenile and Doroe3turt.

Any provision of existing law to the contrary nothstanding and with the exception of habeas corplestion cases, and cases involving detentioropeiss and persons covered by Republic Act
4908, all courts shall give preference to the mepar disposition of cases involving violationstlois Act.

ARTICLE XII
Common Penal Provisions

Sec. 31. Common Penal Provisions-
(a) The penalty provided under this Act shall bpased in its maximum period if the offender hasnbeeeviously convicted under this Act;

(b) When the offender is a corporation, partnershipssociation, the officer or employee thereobvgresponsible for the violation of this Act dhaiffer the penalty imposed in
its maximum period;

(c) The penalty provided herein shall be imposedsrmaximum period when the perpetrator is an rdaet, parent guardian, stepparent or collatefative within the second
degree of consanguinity or affinity, or a manageowner of an establishment which has no licensgperate or its license has expired or has beerkesl

(d) When the offender is a foreigner, he shall epaited immediately after service of sentence anelver barred from entry to the country;

(e) The penalty provided for in this Act shall mepiosed in its maximum period if the offender isublfx officer or employee: Provided, however, Tiahe penalty imposed is
reclusion perpetua or reclusion temporal, thenpiiealty of perpetual or temporary absolute disdjoation shall also be imposed: Provided, finalljat if the penalty imposed is
prision correccional or arresto mayor, the penaftguspension shall also be imposed; and

(f) A fine to be determined by the court shall bpbsed and administered as a cash fund by the Degrrof Social Welfare and Development and distifer the rehabilitation
of each child victim, or any immediate member &f taimily if the latter is the perpetrator of thdefse.

ARTICLE X111
Final Provisions

Sec. 32. Rules and Regulations- Unless otherwise provided in this Act, the Deparitmaf Justice, in coordination with the DepartmehSocial Welfare and Development, shall promulgates an
regulations of the effective implementation of tAist.

Such rules and regulations shall take effect upeir publication in two (2) national newspapergeferal circulation.

Sec. 33. Appropriations — The amount necessary to carry out the provisiorthisfAct is hereby authorized to be appropriatethe General Appropriations Act of the year followits enactment in
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law and thereafter.
Sec. 34. Separability Clause— If any provision of this Act is declared invabd unconstitutional, the remaining provisions affected thereby shall continue in full force arfibet.
Sec. 35. Repealing Clause- All laws, decrees, or rules inconsistent wita fitovisions of this Acts are hereby repealed odiffesl accordingly.

Sec. 36. Effectivity Clause — This Act shall take effect upon completion sfpublication in at least two (2) national newspad general circulation.

Approved: June 17, 1992.
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